
 

 
                          Nurturing personal and academic growth…                                    

                                   …a journey from Kindergarten to Year 6. 

NEWSLETTER 19                                                            21st June 2017 
Praise the Lord 

PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Yesterday and today I have had the privilege of being on a registration panel at Good Shepherd Primary 

School, Amaroo. Every five years ACT Non-Government schools apply for re-registration as per the ACT 

Education Act. The two days involve six members of the registration panel reviewing all school policy and 

procedures, curriculum documentation, teacher programmes, assessment records, class rolls, finance 

statements, student workbooks etc. A member of the Catholic Education Office also completes a 

maintenance and grounds audit of the school.  This is a process that St Benedict’s will undertake next year 

and is something that schools are continually working towards. 

First Eucharist 

Last weekend was a very significant time in the lives of many of our Year 4 students as they received the 

sacrament of Eucharist for the very first time. The word Eucharist comes from a Greek word meaning 

thanksgiving and through this sacrament we believe we are united with Jesus Christ in a special way. 

Congratulations to all our students who celebrated this sacrament and thank you to Mrs Melanie Stratford, 

Ms Camille Ellison and Ms Meaghan Younger for their preparation of these students for the sacrament. Thank 

you also to our students that participated in the choir and to Mrs Jovi Van Der Kallen and Mrs Maria Dalla 

Pozza for their musical accompaniment and work with the choir. The beautiful singing of the choir enhanced 

this sacred ceremony. 

Catholic Schools Funding Update 

Today the legislation around the funding for Catholic schools 
will be determined in the Senate. The funding debate has not 
abated and continues to be an important issue for Catholic 
schools throughout Australia. Our Archdiocese has significant 
concerns due to our unique demographic nature. You can 
remain up to date about the perspective of Catholic education 
and our needs by visiting the Catholic education website.  
 

God bless. 

Rachel Smith 

Principal (Acting)  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY LIFE 
 

Save the dates! Confirmation Parish Preparation: 
 

Event  Date & time  Venue  Participants  

Parish Mass 
Sunday 20th August 
9:00am 

St Benedict’s 
Church 

Candidates and at least 
one parent 

Confirmation  
Preparation 

Sunday 20th August 
10:00am – 11:30am 

Father Greg 
Collins Wing 

Candidates and at least 
one parent (sponsor if 
possible) 

Confirmation 
Retreat 

Wednesday 30th August 
9:00am – 3:00pm  

Father Greg 
Collins Wing 

Year 6 Students  

Confirmation   
Sunday 10th September 
9:00am  

St Benedict’s 
Church 

Candidates and at least 
one parent and a 
sponsor 

 

First Communion Mass 

Congratulations to all the children who made 

their First Holy Communion on Sunday. It was 

a beautiful mass, made all the more special for 

our first communicants by gathering around 

the altar to receive communion for the first 

time. Thank you to the staff who came along 

on the day to support our faith community.  

 

Choir Competition 

The St Benedict’s School Choir is once again competing in the Knights of the Southern Cross Choir Festival in 

August. Children are busy preparing two items for this competition and we thank Jovi and Maria for their 

extra time and effort with this. Notes went home today with children from the choir - could they please be 

returned as soon as possible as we need to finalise information to the coordinator of the festival before the 

end of this term. 

 

Mothers’ Prayers Group 

On the last Monday of Term, 26th June at 9.30am.  The Mothers’ Prayers group will be meeting in the school 
Library for their weekly prayer session and all are welcome.  At 11.00am they will then be putting on a 
morning tea for all. 
 

Kingdom Kids Ministry 

Next Mass 9th July (second Sunday of each month). Families are warmly invited to the 9am mass and children 

are welcomed to encouraged to join in the activities of Kingdom Kids.  For info email Anita on 

kingdomkidsministry01@gmail.com.  Remember the prayer wall for those intentions you want the children 

to pray for. 

 
Meaghan Younger   
Religious Education Coordinator

mailto:kingdomkidsministry01@gmail.com


 
 

Save the Dates 

Saturday 16th September – Trivia Night (for adults only) 

Friday 13th October – Disco (students)  

More information to follow closer to the dates. 

 

Entertainment Book 

This term we will be selling the new 2017-2018 Entertainment Book Membership for $60.  

You will receive hundreds of valuable offers for shopping, dining and accommodation.  $12 of every 

membership sold will go towards our school.  A sample copy is available for viewing at the Front Office. 

Please make sure you buy a book through St Benedict’s School, and tell your family and friends about it too! 

Entertainment Book using the link: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/23231n Then pick 

up your book from Belinda at the Front Office. A sample book is available for viewing at the Front Office.  

 

 

School News 
School Photos 

Today all school photos were sent home.  Please check with your child for their photos, if you have not seen 

them by Friday please contact Belinda in the Front Office. 

 

Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 
We are asking for students in Kindergarten to Year 2 to please bring in any board 

games that they may have at home.  The board game will need your name and 

class on it.  The games will be played in week 10.  

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.entertainmentbook.com.au_orderbooks_23231n&d=DwMFaQ&c=s8qkBCn0qRtm5WSE6KO8bTABI9uZQtE2huasQ7XErpo&r=FMwpVlb9V7850wzfIcFJPL08YJ9wTQk9HrNxnzDZTTI&m=r5GrNEZurLxKIgUtoj4jyw9e8XbcRPaxvzGcWE5_z6Y&s=7-XdA4Kr_b22hwt0Xi7UAP3n0LaJ2CusTP9cbQC1aoY&e=
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLibnMgLzUAhWLV7wKHbMzB7MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/disco_dancing.html&psig=AFQjCNFkd8fXnhYh3GoD5klMx0BUJti7AA&ust=1497483957053689


 
 

   

 

St Benedict’s Walkathon 2017 

It is almost here! 

Come along and join in the fun of our Walkathon. 

We are looking for helpers to help our day run smoothly.  

If you are available between 11:15am and 1:30pm and are able to help, 

please contact the front office.  

When?     Friday 30th June (Last day of Term 2) 

Where?   We are completing a few laps around the   

                    neighbourhood block 

When?  11:30am – 1:30pm  

Our canteen will be offering a sausage sizzle (Please see Canteen Amber Day Note) 

Sponsorship: Thank you to those students that have commenced their fundraising. Last Friday we completed 

our first fundraising update and have found we have $1 100 pledged so far in sponsorship. Students are 

asked to bring their sponsorship card on Fridays so we can update this total and see our progress towards 

our goal of $5 000. 

Please keep fundraising! 

PRIZES: 

The student who raises the most money will be Principal for a day and assist Ms Smith with Principal duties, 

including handing out certificates at assembly and looking at great work by students and visiting classrooms. 

The class that raises the most money will enjoy a celebratory pizza lunch, an activities afternoon and wear 

casual clothes on that day. 

Should the whole student body raise the target of $5000 then the whole school will have a dress up and fun 

day together to celebrate. There are also a number of smaller fun incentives leading towards this goal. 

 



 
 

 

KINDERGARTEN Austin M and Claire D 
1/2Blue Isadora N and George P 
1/2Gold Archer B and Sophia R 
3/4Blue Emerson C and Xavier A 
3/4Gold Arabella S, Kyle Q and Rose G 
5/6Blue Gabriella S, Josephine S and 

Willoughby J 
5/6Gold Mia C, Taylah G and Benjamin T 
 

The following notes have gone 
home this week and are currently 
on the website. 

¶ Canteen Amber Day 

¶ Promotional School 
Photos ( Selected students) 

¶ Choir Festival (Selected students) 
 

V 23rd June – Semester Reports sent home 
V 26th June – Kindergarten Screening 
V 26th June – Parent–Teacher Interviews 

 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
V 27th June – Parent-Teacher Interviews  

         3.30pm – 5.00pm 
V 27th June – Rostrum 6.30pm – 9.00pm 
V 28th June – School Board Meeting, 6.00pm 
V 30th June – Walk-a-thon 
V 30th June – Amber Day 
V 30th June – Last Day of Term 
V 17th July – 1st Day Term 3 

House Point Winners 
The points for Weeks 8 Term 2 were: Murramai 
5,035, Arakoola 7,490 and Tangara 7,645. 
 
At the end of Week 8, Term 2 the year totals were: 
Murramai 34,839 Arakoola 44,410 and Tangara 
45,479. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to this week’s winners:  
Tangara 7,645! 
Well done to Year 5/6 Blue who earned the most 
house points (5,590)! 

THURSDAY, 22nd JUNE 
FRIDAY, 23rd JUNE 
THURSDAY, 29th JUNE 
FRIDAY, 30th JUNE – Canteen Amber Day 

Next Friday is the last day of 
Term 2 and is also the last day of 
June, so we are having a special 
Amber Day with an extra treat 
that is not normally given out. So 
please get your orders in by 
Monday 26th June as I would not 

like to see anyone miss out. 
 
Helpers are required for all 
sessions, so please drop in even if 
you can only give an hour. Please 
remember that all food is now 
made on site. For this to continue 
we ask for helpers to please come 
forward. 
 

Look forward to working with you. 

Yours in tongs. 

Cara Cook, Canteen Manager 
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